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It was controlled by a committee of Lady Patronesses,
from whose decrees there was no appeal. By 1814 this
'Venetian Oligarchy', as Grantley Berkeley calls it, con-
sisted of Lady Jersey, Lady Castlereagh, Princess Ester-
hazy, Princess Lieven, Lady Cowper, Lady Sefton and
Mrs. DrummondBurrell (later Lady Willoughby D'Eres-
by). At this time, as Gronow says, 'getting admission to
Almack's was the seventh heaven of the fashionable
world.' No wonder, since of the three hundred officers of
the guards, only some half-dozen obtained the entree. The
rules of the Lady Patronesses were rigidly enforced,
Lady Jersey even refused to admit the Duke of Welling-
ton, then at the height of his glory, because he arrived
later than the prescribed hour, an echo of military dis-
cipline which is said to have much impressed him.

The grounds on which the Lady Patronesses based
their decisions were extremely arbitrary: Gronow notes
that 'very often persons whose rank & fortunes entitled
them to the entree anywhere were excluded by the
cliquism of the Lady Patronesses, for the female govern-
ment of Almack's was a pure despotism, and subject to
all the caprices of despotic rule 5 it is needless to add that
like every other despotism, it was not innocent of abuse'.
Some years later a lady of the highest rank was refused
a ticket, the Lady Patronesses replying to an indignant
protest: 'Fashion not rank, is considered at Almack's.'
But though rank could not always obtain an entrance,
abilities, especially of a social order, sometimes could.
Tom Moore was constantly there, so during his fashion-
able sway, was that fundamentally vulgar upstart Brum-
mell. But probably the greatest contrast between the
society accepted at Almack's and the fashionable society
of today is that in the former money alone was of no ac-
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